
Learning Environment & Situational Factors to Consider 

1.  Specific Context of the Teaching/Learning Situation 
How many students are in the class?  Is the course primary, secondary, undergraduate, or 
graduate level?  How long and frequent are the class meetings?  How will the course be delivered: 
live, online, blended, flipped or in a classroom or lab?  What physical elements of the learning 
environment will affect the class? What technology, networking and access issues will affect the 
class?  
  
There are 12-13 students in each classroom.  The Beta level are school is the equivalent to what a 
Pre-K 3 classroom would look like.  Our students are 3-4 years old.  While students are in school 7 
hours a day, the storytelling project takes up approximately 20-30 minutes a day, 2-3 times a 
week.  At the Beta level, class is delivered in traditional, hands on form.  Our physical classroom is 
made up of two tables with 6 chairs at a table and a “loft”.  When looking into our classroom, one 
would note that it supports dramatic play.  Learners our moving around constantly in the 
classroom engaging in play, while the tables and chairs are primarily used for eating snack, lunch 
and for one on one art time.  Our classroom contains 3 working iPads and sets of headphones for 
our students to have open during centers and for their digital storytelling projects.  Currently, 
there are no issues with the WIFI networking.  

  

2.  General Context of the Learning Situation 
What learning expectations are placed on this course or curriculum by: the school, district, 
university, college and/or department?  the profession?  society?   

The great thing about our our school is that we are not mandated by a district to cover specifically 
outlined criteria.  Presbyterian School does have a curriculum to follow, but teachers are given the 
freedom, creativity and technology to cover that content in any form we’d like.  We have staff and 
peer support, so if there’s a new idea or project we’d like to implement, we can turn to each other 
for help or support.  As a school, we have invested a lot in the Rice School Literacy & Culture 
project, and it is our goal to implement it’s practices more in our teachings.    

3.  Nature of the Subject 
Is this subject primarily theoretical, practical, or a combination?  Is the subject primarily 
convergent or divergent?  Are there important changes or controversies occurring within the field? 

What we’re trying to teach through our Storytelling Project are practical ways in which students 
can learn to communicate with each other, their teachers and their families.  One thing we always 
find ourselves telling our Betas is to “use your words”.  At this age, students are learning effective 
ways of communication.  What we want is for them to be able to express their feelings with words 
and not only actions.   
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4.  Characteristics of the Learners 
What is the life situation of the learners (e.g., socio-economic, cultural, personal, family, 
professional goals)?  What prior knowledge, experiences, and initial feelings do students usually 
have about this subject?  What are their learning goals and expectations?  

For most of our Betas, this is their first school experience.  They come into our classrooms as 
brand new citizens of the classroom.  Most of our students are caucasian and they come from very 
affluent backgrounds and from all over the country.  They are coming into the classroom not 
knowing what to expect, but know that they are going to have a lot of fun!  I’m not sure that the 
students have learning goals at this age, but their parents do!  This is a social year for our 
students.  They are learning communication skills and environmental awareness without even 
knowing it.  To them, they are just playing, but by the time the year has ended, they have grown 
so much.  

5.  Characteristics of the Teacher 
What beliefs and values does the teacher have about teaching and learning?  What is his/her 
attitude toward:  the subject? students? What level of knowledge or familiarity does s/he have 
with this subject?  What are his/her strengths in teaching?   

I am a teacher.  What does that mean to me?  It means that I am to lead by example, to exhibit 
respect, to spark curiosity, to foster imagination, to encourage play, to promote risk taking, and to 
be a constant reminder that if we fall down, we get back up.  If we don’t do something right the first 
time, we try again.  I believe in exhibiting our core values to build the character of our students.  
I’m in my fourth year of teaching at our school, and so I am very familiar with the Rice School 
Literacy & Culture project.  Each year, we’ve incorporated storytelling more and more and I’m 
excited to incorporate this new digital part of the project.  I am able to engage our students and 
keep them motivated and interested in what we are doing.  Discovering at this level is fun and we 
do that in a variety of ways.  I am very technologically literate and am always finding new projects 
to do with technology.   
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