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Unit Objectives

Overall Objective

The overall objective of this unit is to develop interest and excitement in 
the students by interacting with each other, investigating new 
environments and experiences.

To use creativity and imagination through different forms (role play, props, 
etc)

To apply prior knowledge and experiences when discovering and learning 
new knowledge

Physical/Fine Motor 
Development

Develop and build fine motor skills (correct pencil holding, scissor cutting, 
finger pressure)

Developing and demonstrating large muscle coordination by completing 
simple motor tasks (skipping, hopping, jumping, throwing, catching)

Mathematics

Continue to build on number recognition and counting through counting 
our days of school up to 100, and dinosaur numbered puzzles.  

Build understanding of extending patterns using colored objects or objects 
of different sizes.  

English/Language Arts

Continue to build on letter recognition through learning with Handwriting 
Without Tears module

With prompting and support, build on independent and creative storytelling 
implementing the concepts of the Rice Literacy Storytelling Project

Science

Learn, name and distinguish between different plants and dinosaurs. 

Collect, sort and group object in groups

Use technology tools to explore and uncover new information (magnifying 
glass, tooth brush, paint brush, iPads and SMARTboards)

Social Interaction

Children will be active citizens in the classroom

They will use their words to communicate with friends and initiate play



                Thematic Unit

Unit Overview Students will learn about what a paleontologist is

Children will learn about and distinguish between a carnivore, herbivore 
and omnivore dinosaur

They will look at the dinosaur’s teeth to help them determine the above

We will look at different dinosaurs and learn facts about each 
(stegosaurus, T-Rex, Velociraptor, Spinosaurus, Apatosaurus, 
Pterodactyl)

We will discuss what they think happened to the dinosaurs.  Why are 
dinosaurs no longer with us?  Where did they go?

We will go extinction

We will go over and discuss what a fossil is

Vocabulary Paleontologist, carnivore, herbivore, omnivore, extinct, fossil



*** The digital tool that I chose to use for this particular unit is Shadow Puppet Edu.  
Digital Storytelling can be used as both an effective and time efficient form of formative 
assessment in the Early Childhood classrooms.  A digital story is a story the students 
create that incorporate images, video and audio.  At this level, it promotes critical 
thinking, creativity and communication and can be used as an on going assessment.  
The great thing about this is that it isn’t an additional “task” that the teacher has to add 
to their To Do List.  Instead, it is available as a center during play time.  By incorporating 
digital storytelling at the Early Childhood level, we are helping our students build 21st 
Century skills that they will need to be successful as adults in the workplace.  The 

Classroom Instruction

Day Book Activity
Monday Dinosaurs by 

Daniel Cohen
Will use this book to kick off our Dinosaur Unit.  After reading the 
book, we will discuss what a Paleontologist is.  What did 
paleontologists study and what sort of tools did they use when 
searching for fossils? We will dress up a friend so that the 
children can have a visual as to what a paleontologist might look 
like out on the field (hat, backpack, magnifying glass, tooth 
brush, paint brush, toilet paper, a notepad, etc).  For art, we will 
work on our dinosaur placemats for snack time.  

Tuesday Bones, Bones, 
Dinosaur Bones by 
Byron Barton

After reading this book, we will discuss what a fossil is.  We will 
continue to talk about the ways a paleontologist might look for 
fossils and what fossils tell us about dinosaurs.  For art, we will 
make dinosaur fossils by pressing small, toy dinosaurs into 
model magic.  Students will choose a dinosaur for their fossil and 
use their muscles and fine motor skills to roll the model magic 
into a ball, and then flatten it out to make the imprint of their 
dinosaur.  Once the imprint has been made in the model mage, 
students will carefully take the toy dinosaur out of the model 
magic and we will allow it to dry for two days.

Wednesday How Do Dinosaurs 
Eat Their Food? by 
Jane Yolen and 
Mark Teague

After reading this book, we will talk about carnivores, herbivores 
and omnivores.  We will learn how the way a dinosaur’s teeth 
might give us clues to if they are a meat eater or a plant eater.  
***The iPad station will be open for students to begin working on 
their digital stories during free play using the app Shadow 
Puppet Edu.  

Thursday Dinosaur Roar! by 
Paul and Henrietta 
Stickland

After reading this fun book, we will engage in some role play.  We 
will look at different dinosaurs and try to act like/look like/walk 
like the dinosaur they choose.  This will give students a chance 
to get in front of their peers and show the class what they think 
their dinosaur would sound like by giving a loud “ROAR”!

Friday If the Dinosaurs 
Came Back by 
Bernard Most

What would it be like if dinosaurs came back today? Students will 
give their own ideas on what they think it would be like if 
dinosaurs came back.  Would they make good pets? Would they 
live happily with humans? Would it create problems for our 
world?  



objective of this project is to allow students to use their own voice and creativity to share 
a story of their own.  While working on correct finger pressure on the iPad, students are 
also working on speaking clearly so that friends can understand what is happening in 
their story.  

In order to start building their story, students will have already been taught how to take 
pictures of people and objects using the iPad camera.  Teachers will teach and assist 
students in adding their photos into their stories.  Once the story images have been put 
together, students are able to record themselves “reading” the story to their audience.  


